Jets, Giants dealt double dose of defeat 21 


Che Star-Ledger 


$1.50 FINAL EDITION + 


AFFILIATED WITH nJ com 


The next first lady: Well versed in finance and 
communications, Tammy Murphy is both 
Phil’s wife of 23 years and his No. 1 campaigner 
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Tammy Murphy, wife of Governor-elect Phil Murphy, appears at a rally Oct. 15 in Ocean Township. Those who know the 
Murphys say she was his top adviser. Andrew Miller, for The Star-Ledger 


Side by side, all 
the way to Trenton 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


Tammy Murphy, the state’s next first lady, was a fixture 
on the campaign trail with her husband, Phil, speaking at 
events and raising funds. A communications and English 
major in college, she would even proofread his news releases. 

Then again, Tammy said she and Phil have been “insep- 
arable” since they married 23 years ago after a whirlwind 
courtship. Those who know the Murphys say she was his top 
adviser. 

“When one of us does something, the other is right by 
their side,” Phil Murphy said. “It’s incredibly rewarding.” 

That was evident on election night, as Tammy Murphy 
introduced her husband to the adoring crowd inside Asbury 
Park’s Convention Hall for his victory speech. 

“Tam so incredibly proud,” she told the cheering throng 
after the Democrat had handily defeated Republican rival 
Kim Guadagno. 

Like Phil, Tammy Murphy worked in finance before leav- 
ing the industry after they were married to focus on philan- 
thropy. Over the last three years, she has chaired New Start 
New Jersey, a think tank that she and her husband founded. 

Still, they traveled different paths on their way to a life 
together. 

Phil, 60, is from the Boston area, while his wife, 52, grew 
up on the Atlantic Coast as Tammy Snyder in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. 

Her husband made a point during his campaign to say he 
grew up “working poor” (en route to Harvard), but Tammy 
said she is the product of the middle class. Her father was a 
car salesman and still is. 


Phil Murphy, 60, his wife Tammy, 52, and their children 
walk to their car after voting Tuesday in Middletown. 
Aristide Economopoulos/NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


She ended up graduating from the University of Virginia, 
where she was the college’s vice president. She still serves on 
its board of trustees. 

The Murphys spent years as major donors to the Demo- 
cratic Party, giving millions to candidates across the coun- 
try. And from 2006 to 2009, Phil Murphy served as finance 
chair of the Democratic National Committee. But Tammy 
Murphy was once a registered Republican and has given 
thousands of dollars to GOP candidates over the years, 
SEE MURPHY, 3 
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House bill 
won't kill 

tax break, 
says chair 


Brady vows some deduction 
for property taxes, while 
Senate seeks its elimination 


Ben Brody and Mark Niquette Bloomberg 


The House of Representatives wouldn’t 
accept a tax bill that, like the Senate’s, 
eliminates deductions for all state and 
local taxes, the chairman of the House’s 
tax-writing committee said. 

The comments from House Ways and 
Means Chairman Kevin Brady show that 
although both the House and Senate are 
moving forward with plans to overhaul 
the U.S. tax code under tight, self-imposed 
deadlines, the path forward remains diffi- 
cult because of differences in their legisla- 
tion. 

“Tm committed” to a compromise that 
would preserve the deduction for state and 
local property taxes, Brady said on “Fox 
News Sunday.” 

The House bill would eliminate exist- 
ing federal tax breaks for state and local 
income or sales taxes, but preserve a prop- 
erty-tax deduction capped at $10,000. 
Combined with a new family-tax credit 
and a deduction for mortgage interest for 
new purchases that would be capped at 
$500,000 of debt, the House bill “gets the 
SEE TAXES, 4 


Deliberations 
start fresh with 
new member on 
Menendez jury 


Thomas Moriarty and MaryAnn Spoto 
For The Star-Ledger 


When jurors in the corruption trial of 
U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez assemble this 
morning to deliberate, they’ll start with 
a new member, but not necessarily with 
a clean slate, one jury consultant told NJ 
Advance Media. 

Alan Tuerkheimer, a Chicago-area jury 
consultant, said it’s unlikely the seating of 
a new juror will dramatically alter the bal- 
ance of the deliberating jury. 

When Evelyn Arroyo-Maultsby was 
dismissed from the deliberating jury on 
Thursday to attend an upcoming pre- 
planned vacation, she told reporters that 
jurors remained deadlocked on the issue of 
Menendez’s guilt or innocence on the brib- 
ery charges. 

She also said she had been the only one 
prepared to find him not guilty of a sin- 
gle charge of false statements by failing to 
report on several of his Senate disclosure 
forms gifts from his co-defendant, Salomon 
Melgen, a wealthy Florida ophthalmologist. 
SEE TRIAL, 2 
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IN OBITUARIES 
Gossip columnist 
Liz Smith, 94 


Liz Smith, the syndicated gossip columnist 
whose mixture of banter, barbs, and bon 
mots about the glitterati helped her climb 
the A-list as high as many of the celebrities 
she covered, died Sunday at the age of 94. 


IN FAMILY 
Can your child’s 
backpack stop a bullet? 


A grade school in Miami is encouraging 
parents to buy bulletproof panels to put 
inside students backpacks in case of a 
shooting. The $120 accessory is part of a 
growing market of school safety supplies. 


